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Dear grandchildren: 9/20[51/2002

In my letter to you last month I mentioned in brief the recent speech delivered

by the principal of the Harvard University, Mr. Lawrence Summers , to the

students of the Beijing University in China. Among the 5 points he addressed



about, I now pick up the point 3 for substantiation, which says “We must

care more on the humanities. We should have more concerns on the interior
things of human being.” Frankly speaking, the word humanities referred

as a "science" is rather new to me. Out of curiosity, I got the meaning

of humanities on a handy electronic dictionary as means " studies such ancient
and modern literature, history, etc. and the arts.” I also looked on the

1988 Webster at the explanation of humanities as "the branches of learning

(as philosophy, languages) that investigate human constructs and concerns

as opposed to natural processes (as physics or chemistry). Now I understand
the real meaning of humanities as a science, and agree with Principal Summer’
s emphasizing the importance of the humanities. Among the high level intellectuals
now a day, there is such a trend to put too much emphasize on to chasing

the professionalism for easier making money but neglect the balanced study

of humanities. To my belief, lack of humanities cultivation not only means

a deficiency, but a big lose which might result in disaster in the long run

of live time. Money doesn’t mean everything but when coming along with

sufficient humanities basis would certainly be much safer and more enjoyable.
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Many times when I sended you the emails I got reply messages of some failed
delivery because of wrong email addresses used. Now I list all the email
addresses of you available to me. Please check and make correction or supplementation
on the above to make them sound for next time sending.

Grandma is almost completely recovered now. Thanks to your concerning.

Best regards and love.

Grandpa and Grandma



