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[MONTHLY LETTER TO GRANDCHILDREN, JULY 22, 2002]

This month Doug and Lily came to see us from 10th to13th. John, Debbie, Joseph and Melanie came on 12th
and left on 17th. They helped us a lot during staying with us, including customized the new PC setting and
cured the virus problem of my old PC. Since I have mentioned what they had done for us in detail in my July
monthly letter to our children, you might be possible

to read that letter or ask your parents to tell you something in it. Writing

you this month, I would like to copy a short Chinese essay I just wrote onto my homepage but with additional
English translation, regarding the Alhambra Writer's Roundtable and what I had done since became a member
of it. The essay's name is, "Forewords on My 12 Short English Prose Writing Debut". The text is as follows:

"These 12 short English prose are my creative writing after I joined the ALHAMBRA WRITER'S
ROUNDTABE, which is located at and supported by the Alhambra

city's Jocelyn Senior Citizen Center, from March 13, 2002 to the end of May, resulted in 11 articles of the
assignment with an additional out of special arrangement. This ROUNDTABLE pauses in June, July and
August for summer vacation and is supposed to resume in September. I would be trying to continue my
participation if possible in September, to keep my writings'

increasing in number, hopefully reaches one hundred in three years to come.

The ROUNDTABLE is headed and dedicatedly managed by a local famous senior writer Ms. Jane Piewe on
voluntary basis. It has nearly twenty senior citizens members; ladies in majority, most reside in the Alhambra
city having common interest in writing. Normally the teacher and the fellow members gather at 9:30 AM in
the Wednesday of a week, discussing writing and assignment for home work for about one and half hours,
then members are free to leave

or to stay chatting up to noon.
Members who arrive at the meeting have to sign-in first. Then the chairperson
(also teacher) Ms. Pieve calls attention and begin the interpretation of

the redistributed handouts regarding writing skills and other relevant information, mixed with possible
discussions lasting about 30 minutes all together. Then the attendants begin to present their writings
performed at home on the assigned subject in the last week meeting, and then read one by one the "papers"
presented. Shortly after each finished reading, there might be a few minute pauses for the listeners to possibly
raise questions and/or comments. When all the presentation is all over, there will be the time for the group or
the teacher to pick up an assigned topic for the next time home writing, from a long list of subjects, which is
said could be downloaded from some writer's magazine. The content of these subjects are mostly of broad
and versatile coverage and stimulus for thinking and imagination. Writers assigned with such listed subjects



are apt to compose writings based on their own background, experiences, profession and imagination
interesting to writers themselves and possible readers or listeners. The

discussions in the meeting are generally confined to writing matters, avoid touching to political and religions
contention.

I have had a chance to be a member of the Chinese Writer's Association in Los Angeles for many years. Now
I find some radical differences between the Chinese Writer's society and the American. Usually Chinese
Writer's Association hold meetings in noisy restaurants with banquet and famous people

speaking, leaving little time for participants to discuss and practice writing skills. The consequential
differences are evident.

From the distributed materials and the verbal instructions of the teacher Jane Piewe, I have the impression
that the American contemporary writings do not stick in the stereotype grammar rules. Being logical, simple,
verbal, accustomed, easily understood, vividly presented are most important. In the past I had experience in
writing some technical documents, now I find

the present writing of short prose are quite different in style. In drafting

these prose, I made use of the computer to solve a part of the grammar and spelling problems. For easier
reading and reviewing I have tried to keep my writing as short as possible.

I once tried to use the word "writer" in my PC web site "search engine" to find out something to my interest
and got tremendous amount relevant information shown, regarding writing skill and learning opportunities. In
USA you can see in tremendous amount of news papers, magazines, and books covering all conceivable
topics. They are so amazing. American people not

only like sports, games and many kind of weird things, but also profoundly like reading and writing.
Briefly translated topics of the 12 short writings: (01) Elevator Entrapment,

(02) Kindhearted Cops, (03) Remorse, (04) Fate of Dogs, (05) On Superstitions, (06) Most Liked Dwelling
Place in my Life. (07) Snow and its Associations (08) Writing Setting from ISLAND, (09) Confection of a
Villain in a Fairy Story, (10). An Imaginary Question to Ask to a Famous Person, (11) Assumed Letter to the
God to Express Your Religion Viewpoint.

(12) Methods to Keep Cool in summer without Air-conditioner.



