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DEAR GRANDCHILDREN:
On the past 6/11, grandma and myself had a trip to SF Stanford University to attend the
Commencement 2000 celebration, which is meaningful to us because of it was also marking
the awarding of a master degree to our Miechael in the Civil and Environment Engineering
Department. In this trip we had an opportunity, together with Miechael's parents and two
sisters, visited the huge campus area of the school and attended two massive assemblies,
The first including some twenty thousand attendants, was in university scale, having been
addressed by the chancellor and some outstanding guests including DR. Annon the general
secretary of the united nation. The second held in the department hall in smaller scale was for
the head of the department also some outstanding guests and professors to give a farewell
speech as well as to hand over diplomas to graduates. I can hardly memorize all what they
said except the saying quoted from the speech of President Eisenhower long time ago saying:

" Plan means nothing, but planning is very meaningful". We believe our wise grandchildren
do understand the real meaning of this quote. Tell you the truth, for many years I myself have
used to do three things every day, which are planning, keeping things in order, and writing
short diary. I think this is the way to be successful and cheerful in a life.

Incidentally in my old file I happened to find out an old script of my translation of a short essay
I got some day in 1980 during the time I was going to see my youngest son John in his

dormitory when he was working on his master degree in Illinois Champagne. Thinking you

might like to see it, I take this opportunity to quote down for your reference as follows.

"DESIDERATA:"

"GO PLACIDLY AMID THE NOISE & HASTE, & REMEMBER WHAT PEACE THERE MAY BE

IN SILENCE. AS FAR AS POSSIBLE WHITHOUT surrender be on good terms with all

persons. Speak your truth quietly & clearly; and listen to others, even the dull & ignorant; they
too have their story.* Avoid loud & aggressive persons, they are vexatious to the spirit. If you
compare yourself with others, you may become vain & bitter; for always there will be greater &



lesser persons than yourself. Enjoy your achievements as well as your plans.x Keep

interested in your own career, however humble; it is a real possession in the changing

fortunes of time. Exercise caution in your business affairs; for the world is full of trickery. But
let this not blind you to what virtue there is; many persons strive for high ideals; and
everywhere life is full of heroism.* Be yourself. Especially, do not feign affection. Neither is
cynical about love; for in the face of all aridity & disenchantment it is perennial as the grass. =%
Take kindly the counsel of the years, gracefully surrounding the things of youth. Nurture
strength of spirit to shield you in sudden misfortune. But do not distress yourself with
imaginings. Many fears are born of fatigue & loneliness. Beyond a wholesome discipline, be
gentle with yourself.« you are a child of the universe, no less than the trees & the stars; you
have a right to be here. And whether or not it is clear to you, no doubt the universe is
unfolding as it should.x Therefore be at peace with God, whatever you conceive Him to be,

and whatever your labors & aspirations, in the noisy confusion of life keep peace with your
soul.% With all its sham, drudgery & broken dreams, is still a beautiful world. Be cheerful.
Strive to be happy. 1927 by Max Ehrmann "

Maybe you are too young yet to fully comprehend the above essay. Keep it to read and think

over occasionally on you life track of growing. Four of you are going Taiwan this summer
vacation for learning Chinese language and culture. Hope you make best use of the time to

learn and take good care of yourselves. Remind you; today is grandma's birthday. We will

eat in good restaurant to celebrate.

Grandpa [grandma acknowledged]
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