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Dear grandchildren:

Now we are at the beginning of a new century and a new year. Today is happened

to be Chinese (lunar calendar) New Year's Eve. This letter is the January monthly letter to you all
under the above timing. Last year at about the same time, I begun to write you the first monthly
letter to you all through email system. Up to last December, a number of 12 letters had
accumulated to. This proves my used to doing things in a way that once begins, must be going to
the final. Early this year, I found, to my great pleasure, son John (TY) had entered these "12
letters to grandchildren" to my homepage (www.cat.rpi.edu/~wen/simouwen) as a part of the
content. Few day ago an American friend of mine, Mr. Roger Mitchell who is my teacher in the
local adults school computer class, after browsing my homepage sent me an email specially
mentioning these letters with praise. I suggest you review these letters on my homepage now and
give me some advice to improve. Considering the above a kind of encouragement in doing so, I
decide to continue writing the same this year and make this thing one of my New Year

resolution.

Educators in the world now considering setting up good relationship with sufficient mutual
communication between parents and children (as well as grandparents to grandchildren) are very
beneficial to the development of good characters of younger generations. Seniors passing
experience and learned knowledge properly and timely to their offspring can greatly minimize the
hardship and painstaking on learning through "try and error" by themselves. My monthly letters
to you practically serve this kind purpose.

I remember what I learned in the junior high school Boy Scout course the three doctrines of the
Boy Scout namely "preparation", "doing at least a good thing every day" and "the objective of
human living is to serve". I observe these doctrines in my live and changed to: "preplan for the
next day's work", "try to put everything around you in good order and shape", "write few lines of
daily every day", but put the three boy scout doctrine in my "preplanning". The above are for our
information and reference.

Maybe you all have known that Douglas (TG), John (TY) and his girl friend Debbie (Miele),
Christopher, Jeffrey and Joseph had come to spend Christmas with us last December. We eight
persons had a cruise to and fro Mexico from 12/25 to 12/29/2000 happily. But when back to our



condominium, we found a disaster in the house due to water overflowing from a failed water
closet valve caused serious damage to the dwelling and some properties. It took us almost two
weeks to get the dwelling repaired and our life restored to normal. We have taken this
opportunity to improve our dwelling and arrangement to an even better condition than before.

So much for the January letter you all. Now let me say Happy New Year to you all.

Grandpa (reviewed and concurred by grandma)



